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INTRODUCTORY. 



In offering these Lectures to the public, no 
apology is deemed necessary by the author, 
knowing that no sympathy is elicited from the' 
public mind by this formal means ; especially 
when any thing new or unpopular is advanced. 
All tlierefore he desires, from those who pe- 
ruse these pages, is candour, and independence 
of thought, and a suspension of judgment un- 
til they have given the principles herein ad- 
vanced a careful and thorough investigation, 
remembering that truth is only discovered by 
those who think deeply and for themselves. 

It is said by a certain writer, that it is to 
speculative people, fond of novel doctrines^ 
and who, by accustoming themselves to make 
the most fundamental truths the subject of 
discussion, having divested their minds of that 
reverence which is generally felt for the opin- 
ions and practices of long standing, that the 
world is ever to look to for its reformation and 
advancement. Truth is imperishable and eter- 
pal, and will stand, independant of man's be- 
lief or unbelief; it is something taw^X^ ^^^Sfe^st 



by Inspiration, or by the existance aad moye- 
ments of the natural Universe, and which has 
God for its Author ; and hence all that can 
be accomplished by the minds of men, or of 
Angels, is to discover it In this important 
work, humiUty, and a teachable disposition 
are necessary qualifications* The fact of any 
'doctrine's simply having antiquity for its au- 
thority, or that it has been advanced and de- 
fended by men of talents and learning, should 
not be permitted to influence our minds in the 
least, in our research for truth. This spirit 
of investigation was approbated by the great 
Apostle of the Grentiles ; says he, "the Berri- 
ans were more noble than those of Thessa-^ 
lenica, inasmuch as they searched to know if 
the things he taught were true.'' In fact, he 
told them on one occasion, that if an Angel 
from heaven should teach any other gospel 
than he had preached, that they were not only 
to reject it, but to account him as accursed. 
Here then, is good authority for rejecting the 
opinions of even the greatest of men, when 
even the heavenly messengers themselves 
should not be accredited unless what they 
taught was truth. Truth suffers nothing by 
investigation — in fact, if revelation itself will 
not admit of the strictest scrutiny withouj; Ite-^ 



ing found to contradict itself and to be at war 
with the truths of Nature, then it cannot be 
what it purports to be. But its principles will 
bear investigation, and the better they are un- 
derstood, the more perfect will appear the 
harmony of Nature and Revelation. It is true 
that philosophical truths are often found to be 
at variance with sectarianism, and in fact, con- 
tradictory to some of the fundamental doc- 
trines of modern Theology. But when this 
is found to be the case, we should not rashly 
conclude that the Scriptures are false, but that 
their Interpretation of its principles are so. 

In searching for truth, nothing should be ta- 
ken for granted — every thing now believed, or 
that has been believed, should be questioned. 
The man, therefore, who assumes this unpop- 
ular position, will be sure to come at some 
truth. It is not strange that this Science 
should be rejected at first, and the characters 
of those who advance its principles and en- 
deavor to defend them, should be defamed and 
traduced by the multitude ; this has been the 
fate of every Science which has been discov- 
ered, in its first introduction to the world, no 
matter how glorious or useful it was to man- 
kind. When the circulation of the blood was 
discovered, it won for its author poverty ^»^ 



persecution. And when Astronomy was in 
its infancy, those eyes which nightly and un- 
weariedly searched the expanded heavens in 
pursuit of the burning stars, often quenched 
their hght in the damp cells of a dungeon's 
gloom. Truth is ever unwelcome while we 
press error to our hearts as though it was the 
pearl of great price. 

Numerous are the enquiries which I have 
met with, in every place where I have lectur- 
ed upon this Science, to know if there was 
any thing written on the subject, and by their 
solicitations I have been induced to publish 
these Lectures, hoping thereby, and believing, 
that they will be the means of inducing men 
of greater minds, and of higher capacities, to 
enter the vast field which this greatest of all 
Sciences now opens up to the world. 



FIRST LECTURE- 



Ist. The iiatJie of the Science defined, 2d, It implies 
Mind, Life, Motion. 3d. The Scripture significa' 
Hon of Soul. 4. Electricity the agent of all mo- 
tion. 5. Motion divided into three kinds: volun^ 
tari/f involuntary^ and simple 6. Any doctrine 
founded exclusively on inference, should he advanced 
with caution. 7. The question why one person can 
govern the voluntary powers of another, answered. 
8. Shown to be in accordance with the lawe of Elec- 
tricity. 9. The general laws described. 10. 7'A# 
variety of temperaments attributed to the different 
degrees or kinds of Electricity with which eacli 
brain is charged. 11. ^Those controllable, not the 
weak; shown to be coyitrary to the governing prin- 
ciple. 12. No change perceptible in the constitution 
of those who are artificially brought into this im^ 
press ible state. 

Electrical Psychology is, as its name iroporte^ 
the Science of Mind, Life and Motion. The Scrip- 
tural signification of the word Soul, or as we pro- 
nounce it, Psychf in this compound word, and which 
gives a better sound, in its most comprehensive sense, 
is a living person. For instance it is said, "and th« 
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrels the breath of life and th* 
man became a living soul." Mark, man was the living 
•oul, and not the breath ; this was simply the animaU 
ing principle, or the life. This then, is God's defini* 
lion of soul, and it is the same throughout the whobk 
rolume of inspiration* Healhen ¥V\\V^o\^^ ^"gA ^ai^* 
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nipt Theology being amalgamated, in opan contradic- 
tion to Divine teaching, have declared the breath to 
be tlie soul, and have also taught that the nature of 
this soul was deathless, notwithstanding God eays 
emphaticallyrThe soul that sinneth,it shall die.' I ara 
not, however, teaching Theology, and shall only speak 
of it as it is inscperably connected with this Science. 
The term soul is often used in a more restricted sense 
in the scripture, than this ; an instance of this is 
fonnd in Matthew 16th chapter, 25 and 26 verses, — 
see the passage, and Dr. Adam Clark's comments up- 
on it. The word soul in this place and many others, 
implies simply life; while there i« not one passage 
from Genesis to Revelations where this word is used 
to signify or express the existence of anything posses- 
sed by man, which is capable of knowing, enjoying, 
or suffering when the body is dead ; or that can act 
independant of physical organization ; any doctiine, 
therefore, which is not taught possitively in one pas- 
sage at least, but is entirely founded upon inference, 
should be held and taught with a great deal of cau- 
tion, if at all. 

Ology is from Logos, and signifies words spoken, 
discourse, reason, or the faculty of reasoning. As 
comprehensive as this word is, it is not enough so, 
however, to convey a proper idea of this Science, be* 
cause there is- motion, which is not either the result of 
mind or of life ; and therefore the term Electrical is 
added, which introduces the agent of all motion. — 
The question why it is that one man can govern all 
yi9 voluntary motions and mental faculties of another, 
'~^^ the psychological communication, is ia 



perfect accordance with the laws of electricity. These 
laws are, that two positives resist each other, and also 
two negatives resist each other equally, and the nega- 
tive and positive come together and equalize and neu- 
tralize each other. There are as many degrees o^ 
temperament among mankind as there are varieties of 
features or countenances ; no two are precisely alike. 
The organization of the brain also differs from each 
other, as the orgnns of the brain are formed by 
a convolution of nerves, and as the nerves are vessels 
containing electricity. This being the vital, and 
hence the tempeiing principle, the endleus variety,, 
therefore, of' disposition or Ijempcraraent are to be at- 
tributed to the various degrees or kinds of electrici- 
ty with which these brains are respectively charged. 
If the mental faculties, which are the source of tho 
voluntary nerves of one man, be charged with nega- 
tive, and that of another with positive electricity, then 
by taking the psyhological communication, the one 
can govern the other al{ernately,according to the prin- 
ciple that the negative and the positive come togelhr 
er and neutralize each other; and hence the one who 
permits the other to take the communication of him, 
can be perfectly controlled, and he has no power to 
resist. These two persoas who can thus control each 
other, must stand on the extreme relation to each oth- 
er. There are but about one ar»ong twenty-five who 
are naturally controllable ; thfese therefore differ from 
each other in the greatest degree, electrically. The 
greatest number of mankind are therefore in the me- 
dium between these extremes ; those who stand very 
ijear the njiiddle, can. control botkof the exCv^^vjov^^v. 



and cannot be governed by either of them. It is 
supposed that those who can be thus controIL^l are 
the weak, but eirperience contradicts this supposition; 
ws find as many persons controllable who are strong 
as we do of the weak, and as many males as fe- 
males, as many grown persons as children. In fact» 
the principle upon which they can be controlled at all, 
proves that such circumstances makes not the least 
di/Tercnce. It is entirely in regard 'to thekind,aQd not 
the quantity of electricity with which their respective 
nerves are charged in relation to each other which ren- 
der them impressible. In proof that it is not the weak 
who are the most easy to control, there is no possible 
appaient change takes place in the disposition, or in 
the powers, either intellectually or physically, in those 
persons who are artificially brought into this state. 
There are two kinds of electricity of equal power, 
and therefore the brain containing the negative is 
etjually intelligent and as strong in nervous powers as 
the brain which is charged with positive eleciricity ; 
ihati^, so far as constitutional endowments go. 



n 



SECOND LECTURE. 



ON THE CHARACTERISTICS OF ELECTRIC 

ITY. 

1. Electricity the most subtle substance in existence* 
2. It cannot be subjected to the artificial apparatus 
of the cliemist' 3. Its nature is cold, 4. It cannot 
be seen. 5. Cause of lightning explained. 6. The 
motion of electricity m^re rapid thau lightning. 
7. It is so fine a fluid that all solid substances are 
porous enough to admit of its penetration. 8. It 
is imponderable^ and therefor e, not subjet to the 
laws of gravitation, 9. It is composed of solid atoma 
of m,atter, 10. The principles or laws by which it 
is governed^ are inherent in itself 11. The two 
kinds of electricity illustrated by the galvanic batte- 
ry. 12. Negative and positive formed by a greater 
or less quantity of the same kind of electricity. 

Electricity is the most fine and subtle fluid in 
existance; it is of a nature so etherial, that it can- 
not be subjected to the laws of artificial chemistry ; 
the apparatus by which all other compound substan- 
ces can be divided ahd analyzed, are too gross to admit 
of an application to this most grand of all substances. 
It is cold in itself ;— in proof of this, the higher you 
ascend in the air, and the nearer you go towards the 
Sun which is a body of Electricity, the colder itgrows; 
persons have ascended so high in serial balioons, 
that they have almost lost their lives by cold. Anoth- 
er fact in proof of this : a Psychological operator, by 
farcing the Electricity contained in \.Vv^ w^\^^'^^\^'^ 



CDDiiarj diiecikm firam k» Mfnral diadbtiao^ tlie 
wdbfect tjfita tremblcB withcokL 

It canooC be fleeo. em bj llie oMit p i meiful mag^ 

mffiog mstnniRQts : all ocber substances can be seen 
bj artificial means, and cfen atDMspheric air can be 
seen by tbe naked eye^ — tbe hills appear dim in the 
distance, which is owing to the dendtj c^ the inter- 
Tening element, air. It is trae that the t^tnii^r |§ 
seen in the storm, bat thb is not electricitT. but it is 
produced bj the friction created by it^ xapki motim 
through the air, setting on fire the oxygen, which is 
the principal of flame which it c(»itains. 

Tbe rapidity of its motion is almost beyond com> 
parieon with any other substance or fluid in existence. 
It is calculated that the rays of the sun come firom it 
to tbe earth, in the space of about eight minutes, a 
dLtance, as it is said, of ninety-fiTe millions of miles ; 
this is eleciiricity in fact. Galvanism, which is a 
more gross substance than this, carries ccnnmunica- 
tionsover tbe tel^^ph wires, hundreds of miles, in 
so short a space of time, tltat it cannot be computed ; 
if the streak of llghtnining, but more properly of 
electricity, were an intelligent being, it might pass 
from tbe negative to the positfve cloud, rest itself, 
look back and see the lightning jilaying upon the 
track which itself had made. It is of a texture so 
fine that there is nothing m existence so hard or so 
solid, bat is sufficiently pourous to admit of its pen- 
etration ; a vacuum, therefore, is an impossibility. 
You may pump the air from a vessel, bnt still it con- 
tains electricity, and the needle will answer at its 
walls. This f ubstance is so perfectly etherial that it 



cannot be weighed ; you charge a thousand laden 
jars with it while they are balanced upon the scale, 
and it will not preponderate ; it is therefore imponde- 
rable, and cannot be governed by the laws of gravi- 
tation. It nmst not however be inferred from this, 
that it is noi mattercomposed of hard particles of so- 
lid substance ; the effects produced by it prove it to 
be real, tangible substance. By the lightning's flash 
trees and strong buildings are shattered; it burrows 
into the earth and leaves the open trench; by its stroke 
animals and men instantly fall corpses ; if there- 
fore it were not composed of solid particles of matter 
no such results could be produced by it. 

These being the characterestics of this fluid, it would 
seem to be almost hn possible that it could be governed 
by any natural law; this, however, is not the case ; 
the principles oi* laws by which it is governed are in- 
herent in its own nature. These are, as far as they 
are understood, the following ; — the first is, that two 
positives resist each other; The second, that two ne- 
gatives also resist each other ; the third, that the ne- 
gative and the positive come together and neutralize 
each other. Another fact, and one of vital impor- 
tance, in having a proper undeistanding of the works 
of nature, carried on by the agenc y of this substance 
i3, that there are two kinds of electricity of equal 
power, called the negative and the positive forces, — 
To prove this, make a piece of Iron in the shape of 
the letter T, having the two prongs made to fit the 
two poles of the Electro magnet of the galvanic bat- 
tery, then place one of the prongs of the letter V. a- 

gainst the north or positive pole ol vVv.'^Xi^V.Vfcvj^'^^^ >^. 

B 



kecomea magnetic by iodoctioii, and will rmiM-a cer* 
tain quantity of nails at the other extreauCy ; then 
connect the other part of the T, with the aouth or ne- 
gative pole of the battery, and it will lift the same 
qoantity of nailsiaa before. This proves that the ne- 
gative and the positive are of equal power. Thea 
place both prongs of tbeT against both poles of the 
magnet, and the two forces rush together at the end 
of the y, and neutralize each other, and immediate- 
ly the naild drop and all povrer is destroyed. The ne- 
gative and positive may be formed by a greater Or 
less quantity of the same kind of electricity. This ii 
exemplified by twoclouds coming in contact with each 
other, the one containing a greater quantity of elec- 
tricity than the other ; when they are thus unequally 
charged, the laws of equilibrum, which apply to all 
elements when they are thrown out of balance, de- 
mands that a portion of the electricity contained by 
the one cloud shall pass into (he other, or as it is called 
from the positive to the negative, and thus equalize 
itself. This negative and positive is only in regard 
to a greater or less quantity, which may be produced 
by either of the two kinds of electricity being thrown 
9Ut of balance with itselfl 
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TfflRD LECTURE. 



ON MOTION. 

1. The negcUive and positive kinds of Electricity j the 
principle of life- 2. TTiree forms of life in nature 
— mineral^ vegetable and animal. 3. Electricity the 
agent of all ; illustrated by the galvanic battery. 
4. The law of Identity demonstrated, 5. Electric- 
ity tfte agent of all formation. 6, Ji is the most 
powerful decomposing agent known. 7. The low- 
est form of life exhibited in the mineral kingdom. 
8. Difficulty in discovering or describing the dif- 
ference between the highest form^ of mineral^ and 
the lowest forms of vegetable iife. 9. Som£ pecul- 
iarities described^ which constitutes the difference. 
10. Electricity contains the original properties of 
all substances in their electrical state. 11. The 
principle of vegetation explained. 12. Electriciiv 
contains the original properties of all colors. 13. 
Voluntary motion conjinai to creatures of sense. 

In order to understand this subject more readily, 
we divide Motion into three kinds — Voluntary, Invol- 
tmtiiry and Simple. Involuntary motion is produced 
by the negative and positive forces )f electricity which 
constitutes the principle of life, whether it be Mineral 
Vegetable, or Animal. 'I'he lowest form of Kfe is ex- 
hibited in the Mioexal kingdom. The formations, 
Transformations, compositions, decompositions and 
putrefecations are all produced by involuntary mo- 
tion, which can only be produced by the negative and 
positive kind* of electricity. To prove that ibsA \& >SBift^ 



ageut by which all these operations of nature are carf- 
ried on among these senseless substances, take a five 
dollar gold piece, dissolve it in aquarigia, add to it a- 
bout three quarts of water, and you have yellow wa- 
ter, then put the negative and positive poles of a gal- 
vanic battery into the solution, and immediately it 
becomes charged with life and motion ; by this won- 
derful agent ihe particles of gold are formed into a 
perfect circle around the watcli, which is in tbe exact 
centre ; the work of compression commences, und is 
continued until every particle of gold is laid upon 
the watch as perfect as though it had been melted and 
applied by an artist. This experiment demonstrates 
another important principle produced by this Agent 
in Nature, and that is the law of Identity. If your 
name is on the watch thus galvanized, previous to 
the operation^ or if there is the least scratch upon it, 
they will remain as prominent and as identic&l as ever 
This experiment therefore demonstrates that electri- 
cHy is the principle or law of motion, by which all com- 
pound bodies are formed, as well as it is the law of I- 
dentity- This is also the most powerful decomposing 
agent known. The Ughtning's flash has stripped the 
golden ring from the hand and instantly decomposed 
it. Another fact, to show the power of electricity to 
decompose metals, is this. Potassum and Sodium 
are some of the metals which attract oxygen with the 
most intense degree of force. They absorb it from 
the atmosphere, and even decompose water, by com- 
bining with its oxygen at common temperatures. Such 
U the force by which they hdd this principle, ihct 
Ibeir oxides hud resisted all attemjrts to cleooihpoe^ 
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ihem, until the discovery of galvanism placed in the 

hands of Man a more powerful decomposing agent 

than was before known. The following experiment 

tried in Germany, proves that any organized body, 
by this agent can be almost if not quite resolved back 

into their expanded state, each simple property they 
contain assuming its primeval condition, in which it 
was before the creation of the world. It was this ; — 
A powerful galvanic pile was erected, it was so con- 
structed that the shock would be concentrated by con- 
d jctors to a small point ; upon this spot a rabbit was 
placed. The shock was.then given, when, as quick 
as thought, the animal disappeared, not a particle of 
it could be found. All these operations of nature be- 
ing the result of involuntary motion, and consequently 
produced by the two forces of electricity, which must 
carry on the chemical changes to which all, eithec 
compound or simple substances are susceptible, gives 
an exemplification of the first and lowest forms of na^- 
tural life. 

The difference between the highest form of mineral 
and the lowest forms of vegetable life, almost eludes 
the grasp of investigation to discover, as well as the 
power of language to describe ; they run into each o- 
tber by so many nice shades that it is impossible to 
draw a line of demarcation where the transition takes 
place. I shall just advert to some of the fcharacter- 
istics peculiar to vegetables, and which constitute 
tbein a higher species of animated nature, than that 
exhibited by minerals, without undei taking to give a 
full description of all the shades of differeace V^v.^%Ki^ 



them. The vegetable possess a physical construction 
adapted to surioundiDg ele:neiits and atmospheric air 
which renders it capable of making demands upon 
the substances they contain, and which arc adapted 
to their sustainencc and growth. No such powers or 
faculties are posessed by the minerals, but very few of 
them even increase in size, and when this tlie case, it 
is done by the attraction of smaller particles poscssing 
a chemical aflinity to the larger bodies. Another 
peculiarity belonging tovegetables, which is not found 
among minerals, which is that of parentage- AH 
vegetables are formed frorn seed, and they all end 
where they began, in producing seed identical with 
that which was form'd by the Creator before it was in 
the ground' The original seed or seeds from which the 
entire succession of vegetables emenated, contained 
the original properties of each and every vegetable 
production of earth. Electricity is primeval and eter- 
nal matter, and out ofit were all things created which 
possecss combination or form. It posesses therefore 
in itself, the fifty four simple elements which are the 
component parts of all things in the universe, iu 
their expanded or Electrical state ; what was done by 
the creator in the formation of the first seed, was to 
select all the properties which any vegetable contains 
in their various proportions, and combine them in the 
inner case of the seed, these particles thus combined 
are yet in their oiiginal state, which is pure electrici* 
ty, the soil of the earth contains all tliese properties 
or elements in their condensed t>rm, being compres- 
sed by the Creator from their Electrical state. The 
seed now being put into thft oaiitbi, which in djunpy 
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theoutsidecoveringsofthe seed swells by the mois- 
ture, wnich presses upon the electrical life contained 
in its heart, to such a degree that it buists the shell of 
the seed, which is immediately charged with the ne- 
gative and positive forces which it contains. It now 
being electrified, m voluntary motion commences, ac- 
cording to the laws of chemical affinity, lik« attracts 
like, the seed being charged with the simple proper- 
ties which go to make up the vegetable, in their orig- 
inal state, the one being the subtle agent,' the other 
the inert, solid particle, motion inamediately begins. 
The subtle agent selects the gross particles from the 
suriounding earth, on the principle that the subtle 
moves the gross, and lays them upon the seed, and 
hence the plant or vegetable begins to grow, and as 
this agent is the law of Identity, the product must 
be precisely like that which produced th»5 seed, it 
ends therefore where it began, by producing seed af- 
ter its kind. 

electricity also contains the properties of all the 
colors in all their variety of tints and hues, that adorn 
and beautify the landscape. Nature always preserves 
her identity ; the laws are so perfect that they can- 
not be counteracted by^ the most studied art; various 
kinds of fruit may be engrafted into one common 
trunk, but each kind produced from this common root 
preserves its own Identity, not only in regard to shape 
but also in color, not the least shade of amalgama- 
tion will be discoverable, this proves that each branch 
of the tree as well as the trunk posesse& all the pro- 
]^9rties «oatai]iiL.ed i^, the seed.. I might enlaige ta 
almoet any extent ia tbijs Aekij. but my object i» Bim^ 
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ply to give a clue to this glorious science. It is by 
involuntary motion also that the laws of animal life 
are commenced and continued. I come now to vol- 
untary motion. This kind of motion must be excited 
or produced by motives which neccessarily confines it 
to creatures of sense and understanding ; all animals, 
therefore, from Man down to the lowest species even 
of insects capable of moving from the spot of their 
birth by an inherant principle, are to be included. 
This idea suggests another important fact, which is, 
that all animals capable of voluntary motion are en- 
dowed with mental faculties without which they could 
have no sense, and would therefore be incapable of 
being moved by any object or motion whatever. This 
kind ol motion is then posessed by and confined to al^ 
finimals id their wakeful state, 
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FOURTH LECTURE. 



SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

1, Simple motion explained. 2. Indirectly produced 
by the law of equilibrium, 3. The most prominent 
motions of elements noticed, 4 No one element 
capable of moving itself, 5. Those more subtle 
moves the 7nore gross. 5. Each dement^ from the 
gross earth up to\electricity the most subtle^ posses- 
sing no power of motion. 6, All motion attributed 
to Deity. 7. Electricity his agent. 8. Geological 
Atheis?n overthrown. 9. Intelligent matter pos- 
sessing no inherent power of motion, 10. The 
universe not progressive^ excepting mind. 1 1 . The 
earth's surface not what it once was 12, 7 he laws 
of Identity forbid the progress of unintelligent sub- 
stances. 

We come now in ihe third place to an examina- 
tion of what is called simple motion. This kind of 
motion is produced by any one of the compound ele- 
ments being thrown out of balance. When this takes 
place to a certain extent, the law of equilibrium re- 
quires that it shall be equalized. The operation of 
this element in seeking its level, is simple motion. — 
This department of motion introduces a great propor- 
tion of the movements of Nature. I shall therefore 
be under the necessity of confining myself as much 
as possible, to some of the most prominent movements 
which are continually going on upon the surface of 
the earth, or in the atmosphere surrounding ii. — 
No one element is capable of moving itself ; it re- 
quire another to do this; an impoitant feature lo be 



observed in thin law of equilibrum is that the more 
•ubtle moves the moregross, andlberefore the mogt 
subtle element moves the most gross element in the 
Universe. To get a comprehensive view of this sub- 
ject we shall begin at the soil, which is not however 
the hardest or the heaviest substance, and is not there- 
fore the most difficult to be moved, but comparitively 
light as it is, it cannot move one particle of which it 
is composed. It is true the mountains and the hills 
upon the surface of the earth gradually decrease, 
while the valleys and beds of the ocean fill up in the 
same ratio. This is however accomplished by the 
water, which is the next Element higher in the scale 
of density and expansion than the soil. Water is car- 
ried into the heavens by serial conductors, after being 
expanded by heat, driven by the winds, condensed by 
cold into drops, rained down upon the hills and moun- 
liiins, collects into small streams, which find their 
way to rivers and from thence to their parent ocean, 
aad, having attained their equilibrium are at rest; by 
the motion of this element a portion of the more 
gross earth is carried from the higher parts of the 
earth^s surface, and deposited in the lower places, 
and even ia the beds of the ocean; this idea suggests 
an insurmountable barrier to the Atheist, for if the 
earth had stood eternally ami been subjected to no 
gr.ea.ter changes and convulsions than profane histo^ 
|-y records, these rains, nay, the very dews of hea- 
ven would have, long ere this, levelled the highest 
mountains and bills, crumbling them by decomposi" 
lion to particles sufficiently small to be carried by the 
#|aoienU lo Uie oceaj;^^; 6J^ng them up to ikwgre^ 
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est depths, and thus formed the entire surface of the 
darth into one level. The next Element more subtle 
than water we find to be atmospheric air. Although 
the water has no power to move itself, yet by thi» 
more subtle substance the ocean's waves are rolled 
to a mountainous height, burying in liquid graves 
tte affrighted seaman. The next more etherial Ele- 
ment above air is the gasses, but these have not the 
power to seperate themselves, and would remain e- 
ternaliy motionless, their component parts being so 
perefectly blended in their exact proportions by the 
skill of the Creator, were it not for the existence of 
some other substance still more subtle in its nature 
than these, (this remark will apply with equal force 
to some of the grosser elements here named;) there is 
however a substance still moie subtle, which is Elec- 
tricity, which is capable as an agent of producing all 
these effects. This substance is in itself like all oth- 
ers, when equalized it is motionless, but which is of a 
nature so grand and so subtle that it is adapted to 
come in direct contact with the Divine Mind, and 
which can be moved by the power of his will, and 
hence all motion is to be attributed to Deity. 

It is said by the Atheistical geologist, that the origi- 
nal atoms of matter possessed an inherent power of 
motion acting upon each other produced all the form- 
ations of compound bodies that now exist. They 
argue that because the formations, transformations, 
compositions, decompositions, which operations goin^ 
on at present among unintelligent substances, that 
they, therefore, possessed the same power of action at 
the beginning, that is, previous to the exv&tAt^^ ^ 



any formation. This idea may look very platisible 
at firert sight, at least to the superficial observer, espe- 
cially if he is very anxious to obliterate the idea of 
the existence of a God from his mind, but this kind 
of reasoning will not stand the test of true philosophy. 
The idea already advanced, that it is an established 
principle in nature that no one of alt the compound 
elements possesses the least power to move itself, 
much less then did the original atoms in iheir ini- - 
compounded state possess tins power of self-motion* I 
the fact is, their motion is only possible when they | 
are thrown out of balance in seeking their equilibrium. 
Chemistry demonstrates by an application of its prin- 
ciples to a compound substance, they can be separated 
and expanded ; this change has thrown them out of 
balance, so that they are impelled to seek their level, 
and hence it is to the mind of the Artist that their 
motion is to be attributed. The chemist, by his re- 
search and experiments, has ascertained to some ex- 
tent how these changes are produced in nature and 
consequently by the Divine Mind, and by applying 
Ids artificial apparatus to these substances succeeds 
to a limited extent, in changing them as they are 
changed by the natural laws. 

As therefore^ the chemist finds nil substances either 
eiementnry or siniple, motionless, previous to the appli- 
cation of his art to them, so the Divine Architect, after 
he had formed nil the substances simple or combined, 
they were motionless, and must have remained so unless 
moved by the power of the Divine Mind. It is fieely 
admitted that all the movements of nature take place 
NsconUng to law. The laws mast Lave been formed, 
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however, prior to their application to the unintelligent 
substances which are governed by them. That the atoms 
of which tho earth was formed possessed an inherent 
power to form themselves, is objectionable from another 
consideration. This argues progression in the natural 
universe. It is said that the irregular motion of the 
original particles of mailer produced the first and incipi- 
ent formations, which gradually became more and more 
perfect as time rolled on. If there was once progression, 
there nevir can be a suspension of progress; like causts 
must produce like effects, ihe laws of i.ature being in- 
variable iind arbitrary in their operations, and as ihey 
never can be ropealef', for this would argue intelligence 
and consequenily an intelligent being, therefore if there 
ever was progress exhibited in the universe, there must 
be a perpetuity of progression, which is far from the fact. 
Indeed if you leave man out of '.he question there is 
nothing in the universe that exhibits the least sign of 
improvement. Nature in all its ramifications >$ not the 
smallest degree more perfect now than it ever Was since 
the race of men have had an habitation upon it, in fact 
it has been deluged by floods, and by which its surface 
has been broken up; it has been exploded by the burst- 
ing forth of internal fires, and to some extent covered 
with their fiery contents, leaving the huge volcanoes to 
mark the regions of desolation ; it has been rent asunder 
by terrible earthquakes, throwing up huge piles of rag« 
ged rocks upon its surface, and causing other fair por- 
tions of its surface to fall and leave the trench or the 
oc3(in*s bed. In fact we can have but a very limited 
idea of what the world was once by comparing it with 
what it is now. All these efi^ects, however, are but the 
elements being thrown extremely out of balance^ t^cor 
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(lacing irr the same degree the most violent results in 
seeking their equilibrium. 

This is all included in simple motion; bnt leaving these 
senseless substances, how is it with animals? What 
species of the entire race has made the least advance* 
ment in a physical, mental or moral point of view, ex- 
cepting the domestic animals, and evan theii improve- 
ment IS to be attributed to the art of man; on the contrary, 
some of the largest species of them, and probably the 
most noble, have long since become extinct, which is 
proved by their carcasses having been found. Are the 
iishes of the sea, or the fowls of the heavens any larger 
now than they ever were ? or are their physical organi- 
zations any more beautifully arranged now than they 
once were ? Is there in fact t.he least change taken 
place that can be considered improvement in any de- 
gree ? Does the earth or the planets perform their re» 
volutions any more perfectly than they ever did? Is 
there the least improvement among thesb rolling worlds? 
The answer to these questions must be id the negative 
in the most unqualified manner. 
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FIFTH LECTURE- 



SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

I. TThe manner by which Deity produced the first 
motion in the Universe, 2. His direct government 
of the world inconsistent. 3. All motion of the 
Universe perpetuated b?/ the creation of the Sun, 
A. The Su7i a body of Electricity, 5. H)w it is 
that Electricity m^ves all elements^ explained, 6* 
Bs contact with the aimosphere^ the cause of lights 
and heat 7, The rapidity of the motion of ele- 
ments ^ in proportion as they are thrown outofbat^ 
unce. 8. The inventions of men obtaining power 
by taking advantage of the elements seeking their 
equilibrium. 9. Art used to obtain a greater power. 
10. The improvements of this age attributed to the 
study of Electricity, 

LiEATiNG, therefore, the Animal Kingdom, we come 
now t<3 inquire if there are any marks of improvement 
exhibited among the vast production of Vegetables and 
Plaiits, excepting those which are improved by cultiva- 
tion ; this improvement is however, to be attributed to > 
man, and does not therefore constitute really an excep-* 
tioa. Does not every vegetable, plant, or flower, pre^ 
serve its own individual identity, without the least possi^ 
ble improvement ? In fact, the most beautiful fields and 
gardens, under the besi possible cultivation, if left alone ; 
for a very few years, would produce little else than 
weeds, thorns and briars ; in fact, the laws of Identity' i 
forbid the idea of change, and consequently, imgcov^* v 
n^enU We cannot tbea, avoid lh« eouc\\xs\otv\^^\^CteA '^ 



23 

first vegetables ever produced were as perfect at least, if 
not more so, than any of the succeeding generations 
brought forth by the Earth. Tiierefore the Atheist not 
only fails to substantiate his haphazard idea of Creation, 
bnt he 83 perfectly fails to account, in the remotest de- 
gree, for the existence of any kind of motion whatever. 
We have found all the elements of which the world is 
composed, so perfectly harmonized, arranged and bal- 
anced, that their motion is impossible ; and after being 
formf d or created, unless put into motion b} some being 
possessing power and inteMigenre, they would eternally 
remain motionless — and hence, no life would have been 
pos»«ible, either vegetable or animal, and therefore the 
design of the Creator would have been thwarted. 

This however, was not the case. It was put into mo- 
tion at first by the Creator charging the whole world and 
all it contains, wMih either one kind of elcctrici'y, or with 
the negative and positive forces direct, by the power of 
his own will ; when instantly the animated universe be- 
gan to perform its multifarious operations, — but as it 
would be inconsistent for the Creator to have his entire 
attention occupied with the government of this world or 
of this System, he therefore created f^xed laws lo perpol- 
uate their movements. This was done bv the formation 
of the Sun, whose station was fixed in space. This be- 
ing such a vast collection of Electricity, in fact, a body 
of this fluid, that constitutes it positive to all surrounding 
bodies, and they being negative in relation to it, they 
immediately altiacted it, and as it is fixed, they could 
only receive its rays, which charged them with the neg- 
ative and positive forces, and all began to revolve — 
These streams of electricity coming in contact with onr 
^ima^pbere, and through it to the surface of the earth, 
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Ihe friction produced by its lightning speed through the 
gasees and the air, created light and heat, by setting on 
fire the oxygen which they contain, and w^ich is the 
principle of flame. 

. The rapidity of this element in equalizing itself is 
iike all others, violent in proportion as it is thrown ool 
of balance. If this has been done but slightly the re* 
suit will be the mild breeze, or the gentle zephyr that 
fans the human brow. If it has been still more dis- 
turbed^ then the result will be the sweeping gdle. If it 
is still more thrown out of balance, then comes the roam- 
ing hurricane which bows the mountain forests to the 
earth. If it is out of balance to (he grantest extent, then 
comes the thundering tornado^ tearing up trees and lay- 
ing human habitations in ruins, crushing their inhabi* 
lants in indiscriminate destruction. All these eSects are 
produced by electricity upon the air. The air upon the 
aurface, or that portion of it the nearest to the ground, 
is heated to the greatest degree; this evaporates the 
water or expands it in a form lighter than itself, and 
consequently it rises, being carried by aerial conductors 
into the heavens, the atmosphere becoming colder as it 
ascends, until it is condensed by the cold into drops 
raine<l down upon the hills and mountains, and again 
finds its parent ocean, and having attained its level is at 
rest. Hence it is an unquestionable truth that all mo. 
tion emanates from Mind, and the agent by which it it 
produced and continued is electricity. 

Man having observed the movements of theso ele- 
ments in search of their equilibrium, has taken advan^ 
tage of their motion and compelled them to drive power- 
ful machinery. Water is artificially dammed up and 

turned out of its natural channels, made to run over or 
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nnder a wheel which driVes (he mill. The air alse it 
'inade to subserve mans' purposes ; by the cobstraction 
of Teasels rigged with sails, merchandise is carried to 
and from every port. But to obtain a greater power, 
artificial means have been used to throw these elements 
out of balance to a degree beyond that of nature. Water 
' being confined in an iron vessel, with but one way of 
escape, fire then heing applied to the outside of the 
boiler, which evaporates and expands the water to such 
a degree thai it drives the most powerful machinery, 
propelling the ocean steamers through the foaming waves, 
and impelling the rail road cars with their almost end- 
- less trains at lightning speed over the earth. 

Not only has man succeeded in subduing the grosser 
elements, but Electricity has been by art thrown out of 
balance, and then compelled to carry a communication 
along the telegraph wires hundreds of miles in a mo- 
ment's time; and in fact, most of the improvements 
of this wonderful age have been discovered by a vtudy 
'of the nature and laws of Electricity. Among these 
improvements and discoveries, is that of Electrical 
'Psychology ; this, though in its infancy, transcends all 
others, as much as the Godlike mind Transcends the hu- 
man. 
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SIXTH LECTURE. 



ON MIND. 

1. The Divine Mhid una^eated. 2. Deitt/ an onrctn" 
ized beings not every where equally present. 3. Dif- 
ference between God and Man admits of com/pari- 
son, 4. Organs of the brain animated by Electric 
ity^ constitutes the mind of Man. 6. The varieties 
of iritellects correspond with fhe development of the 
brainj demonstrated by Phrenology. 6. The organs 
of the brain necessarily active in a wakeful state, 
7. Moved by Electricity; the result o/thtir motion 
is thought, and intelligence. 8. Operation of mind 
in producing thought^ illustrated by th&five senses. 
9. The .venues convey * electrical impression of ex- 
ternal objects to ilve brain. 10. U7ie i^npression 
attended to at once. 11. Anew system of Mental 
Philosophy. 12. Poetry. 

That there is an intelligent and uncreated Being, 
nature and revelation corroborate in declaring. This 
being must be, so far as mortals can comprehend, 
Eternal in existence, Almighty in power, Infinite in 
wisdom, and perfect in goodness. If he m a being at 
all, be must be possessed of organization, and must 
therefore be located somewhere in space, enthroned 
in glorious majesty. Tlie man who denies the ex- 
istence of such a being, denies a philosophical neces- 
9ity. He might as well, in his wild fancy, set bounds 
to space, or limits to duration, or question the eternity 
of matter, which would be equally absurd. The idea 
thai he fills immensity of space, and is evei:Y ^\vax.^ 
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equally present, is a fable of heathen philosophy, con* 
Irary to common sense and reason, and most perfectly 
opposed to hi« character as ^et forth in revelation* 
That this being is every where equally present, and 
of course no where in particular, makes his dimen- 
sions as wide as boundless spnce. Such a being can 
only exist in the extravagant fancy of a poet^s brain, 
or be embodied in the spurious creeds of Plato's dis- 
ciples calling themselves Christians. 

There is a comparative similarity between God 
and the highest intellects of mankind, as striking, 
perhaps, as that between the most gigantic minds of 
men and the lowest species of animals. The com- 
parative difference between all beings or animals who 
are organized according to the laws of animal life, is 
not because one species is' formed of material of a 
finer texture than another, but among created beings 
this diflferonce is found to depend upon the relative 
construction of the organs of the biain, each organ or 
development being formed by a congeries of nerves ; 
these organs being animated with electricity consti- 
tutes Mind. 

The science of Phrenology has demonstrated that 
the varieties of intellect and natural talents exhibited 
among all civilized nations, as well as uncivilized, is 
found to correspond with the comparative size of the 
organs of the brain having their residence in the 
frontal region of the head. Says Dr. Comb, ^ We 
cannot conceive the existence of an intelligent 
being who does not possess organs." Insanity is 
always produced by disease of the brain. Some parts 
of it may be diseased and not all of them. When 



33 

this is the casie the result is partial derangement, but 
when the whole brain is thus aflected the invariable 
consequence is total derang ment. Il is also iound 
that idiocy is invariably produced by a mere deficiency 
of the organs of the brain. 

Mind is a most wonderful piece of meclmnism tliat 
must be in niolioii wlie.i the person is in his wukeful 
state. Tlio result of this motion must bo thought 
and intelligence. The reason why I say ilic mind 
must be in motion, is from the fiict of man^s possess- # 
ing the five senses, which are ever active, nnd are 
continually conveying i npresrsions to ihc brain, from 
external ohjocts with which we come in contact, 
whether we will or not. 

To ilUi?tratc this operation of thought it will be 
necessary to consider partially the constrnciionand 
relation of these orjrans of sense to the brain. The 
vessels which connect the exteruMl org»ns of sense 
with the briifi are the nerves. These contain elec- 
tricity, and therefore the inevitable conclusion must 
be that it is this agent which conveys tin? impression 
of external objects tolhe brain and there leave their 
impress 

We will begin with the sense of hearing. The 
air is the element which cor.stitulcs the indirect me- 
dium of hearing. This has been cstablisshcd by re- 
peated experiments, ^riie sound of a bell suspended 
in the- receiver of an air pump gradually diminishe> 
as the air is exhausted, till it almost entirely ceases 
to be heard. On the other hand, when the quantity 
of air is increased by a condenser, the intensity of 
•oimd will be proportionally augmented. It has alsp 



taying ^^and the sfHrii of God moved upon the face 
of the waters ;" but again, '' before the hills or monnt- 
ains were settled, (how much like condensed or com- 
pressed,) I was brought forth," while as yet he had 
not made the earth nor the open places, nor the chief 
parts of the dust of the wot Id, (marginal readings) 
or what we call the gasses, being the component parts 
of all organized substances. 

This inspired account begins with the order of 
creation, at this substance called the chief parts of the 
dust of the world. This.according to our theory, would 
be the first element formed, the divine energy acting 
upon and compressing elect! icity. The next element 
described as having been produced, is the heavens, 
or as it is called by Moses, the firmament, which is 
the atmosphere. This would be the next substance 
created, the Almighty still aciinj upon the outer 
wave, electricity, when he strengthened thd fountains 
of the deep or condensed the water from the air. 

The last organized body described in this wonderful 
account as having been formed, is the foundations of 
the earth; this being the most solid would be the last 
In order that would be compressed, or formed, by the 
immediate element of a finer or more subtle nature 
in the scale of etherialism. As therefore the lowest 
substance was formed liom the next one above it, 
it must contain all the chemical properties of that 
element; for instance, water being compressed or 
formed from the air, air then must contain all the 
simple propertied compot^ing water, and so on up ; the 
{passes must contain all the component parts of air, 
^IvankftDf of electricity, which must contain all tb« 
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factory nerves, giving rise to smell. The electrical 
impiession is immediately conveyed to the brain, 
moving the organs of the mind, resulting in a con- 
clusion in regard to the nature of the object smelied. 

The organs of taste are so similar to those of smell 
that I omit making any remarks upon it. 

The sense of touch, or of feeling, is not like the 
other senses, confined to any part of the body ex- 
clusively ; it is however, more acute in distinguishing 
the temperature and solidity of different substances 
at the ends of the fingers, than any where else ; this 
however, may be owing to habit. This sense as well 
as most of the others, is susceptible of improvement ; 
this id illustrated by persons who have been long 
blind ; by cultivating this sense it is almost made to 
subserve the loss of sight. There is a nerve of sen- 
sation as well as one of motion contained in every 
fiber of the muscle, covering the whole surface of the 
body, so perfectly that you cannot pierce the skin 
without feeling, and you cannot feel unless you touch 
a nerve of sensation, even with the finest needle. 

These nerves when thus effected, conveys the fact 
to the brain as before, by electrical impression, that 
something is felt ; this causes the sentient organs to 
vibrate ; the result of this vibration is a conclusion in 
reference to what is felt. 

The other sense is that of sight ; the very exis- 
tence of it depends upon light. The retina of tbe 
eye is a membrane formed by the optic nerve, which 
eaters from the brain. It is spread out on the inner 
surface, or back part of the eye. The pupil of the 
J eye is transparent, and of a convex surface inwardbf^ 
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BO that the shadow of the objects which the eye 
comes in contact with, is contracted, because seea 
by the mind upon the inner Or convex surface of the 
retina. 

Tile images or shadows of a hundred persons with 
all their varieties of countenances may all be struck 
upon the rclina of the eye at once, but the mind can 
only be occupied with one of \1\csg objects at a time. 
The one which makes the first ai.d the strongest im- 
pression upon the brain, is the one which must be 
seen first. The organs of the brain being moved by 
any one object, must continue to act until the con- 
clusion is arrived at in regard to the character of that 
one object ; and hence, it is not the eye that sees — if 
it were, then all these images struck upon the retina 
would all be seen at one time, which is not the fact. 
If each of the above named objects j^hculd each pro- 
duce their respective impressions upon the brain aa 
soon as they were stiuck upon the retina, each caus-* 
ing the brain to vibrate, there would be perfect confu- 
sion, and no intelligent conclusion could be possibly 
ariivod at. 

These organs then being put into motion by any 
of the senses or inlets to the brain, must all move, 
but the result of their motion is concentrated to thai 
point more immediately connected with the external 
organ of sense, whether it be the ear, the eye, the 
nose, the sense of feeling, or that of Caste, because 
from it the brain received the impression. The 
conchisioii therefore produced by this mental operation 
must be concentrated upon the organ which first re* 
ceived the impression. Another reason is thai il 
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would be more sensibly moved than any of the others 
and therefore the last that would cease its motion. 

This system of mental philosophy delivers the sci- 
ence of mind from all that gloomy mystery which 
hitherto has darkened and confused all the investi- 
gations in this most sublime department of God's 
works. It even throws some faint rays of light upon 
the nature of the divine mind, and the power by 
which he governs the universe. With propriety it 
may be said of him — 

"This miduight pomp> 
This gorgeous arch, with golden worlds inlaid ' 
Built by divine ambition I nought to theo ; 
For others this profusion. Thou, apart, 
Above, beyond, O tell rao, mighty Mind I. 
Where art thou ? shall I dive into the deep ? 
Call to the sun ? or ask the roaring winds 
For their Creator ? Shall I question loud 
The thunder, if in that ih' Almighty dwells ? 
Or holds HE furious storms in slraitenM reins, 
And bids fierce whirlwinds wheel lib rapid car? 
The nameless, Ho, whose nod is Nature's birth ; 
And Nature's shield the shadow of His hand ; 
Her dissolution. His suspended smile I 
The great First, Last ! pavilioned high, he sits 
In darkness from excessive splendor ; born 
By gods unseen ; unless through lustre lost, 
His Glory to created glory , bright 
As that to centra] horrors ! Ho looks down 
On all that soars, and spans immensity !" 



b refiaed by digesticoi, and separated from that 
patt not necessary to sustain it, is in a negative 

relation to the lungs ; it is therefore attracted to 
the lungs, and through its natural channel finds 
its way to them, on the principle that the negative 
and the positive come together ; here then com- 
mences the circulation ; it there conies in contact 
with the air and is immediately oxydized and electri-' 
fied, and colored cherry red. 

This blood has now become positive, and as two 
positives resist each other, the lungs also being posi- 
tive and stationary, the blood must be thrown out of 
the lungs, which is instantly done, and it is forced 
upon the left ventricle of the heart, through which it 
passes on ibe principle of attraction, it being positive 
in relation to the entire system beyond the heart, is 
carried through the arteries to the extremities of the 
system, until its course cannot be distinctly traced, 
the arteries running off into so many thousands of 
little capillaries or absorbing vessels. The veins be- 
gin just where the arteries end, in as many little ab- 
sorbing vessels. I yay begin, because at these ex- 
tremities the blood enters the veins. 

The blood now has become negative, having given 
off its electrical charge received at the lungs, by the 
friction produced from its rapid motion through the 
arteries. This has been taken up by the nerves, for 
which they have a strong affinity, and carried to the 
brain, their source, and is used by it to perform all 
the. functions of life and motion. There is a nerve 
laid along each artery ; no nerves connected with the 
reins, Yeinous blood is, therefore, negative, and ac- 
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cording to the principle that the negative and the 
positive come together, it is attracted back to the 
lungs through the veins. Yeinous blood cannot be 
used to supply the natural decay or decomposition of 
the system, although it still contains the properties 
adapted to the reprbduction of the various parts of it. 
The reason of this is the fact, that the agent by which 
these particles were selected from the blood, and con- 
veyed to, and deposited upon these various parts, has 
escaped from the blood in the manner already de- 
scribed. Yeinous blood must, therefore, come in con- 
tact with atmospheric air again, and there receive 
another charge of electricity, before it possesses the 
power of nourishing the body. 

I should have remarked that the portion of elec- 
tricity contained in arterial blood and through whose 
agency the particles it contains are conveyed to the 
diiSerent parts of the system, also carries off the de- 
composed particles of matter from the suiface of the 
body, and is the subtle fluid which keeps the pores of 
the skin open and carries on what is called invisible 
perspiration. 

Arterial blood is cherry red, but veinous blood is 
dark. The veins and the arteries are so colored, in 
a good drawing of an anatomy. The blood is colored 
by electricity in the lungs. There is iron in the blood ; 
there is also iron in electricity in its expanded state. 
The two coming together on the principle of chemical 
affinity, the blood is instantly colored red ; the super- 
abundance of the electrical fluid the arterial blood 
contained, having escaped from it, leaves veinous 
blood of a darker appearance. To prove that U. \sl 

E 
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electricity which produces these changes, open a vein 
aad draw out of it a vessel of its contents, and it is of a 
dark color ; charge it then with a stream of electricity 
from the galvanic battery, and it immediately assumes 
the cherry red color of arterial blood. Heuce it is per- 
fectly conclusive that the blood through all the ramifi- 
cations of the veius and arteries, is circulated on the 
principle of attraction and repulsion. All the repulsion, 
however, which takes place is at the lungs, where the 
two positives resist each other. All its other motion 
throughout the system is attraction* 

The blood, in returning to the lungs, passes through 
the right ventricle of the heart ; these two ventricles an- 
swer a most important purpose, in keephig the two kinds 
of blood apart. If a fleshy tube conid be inserted ii 
the heart, connecting the right and left ventricles, 
the negative and positive blood would rush together, and 
neutralizing each other, all motion would immediately 
cease, and death be the inevitable result. The cause of 
the motion of the heart is perfectly obvious upon the 
principle here advanced. The positive blood being at- 
tracted through the left ventricle of the heart, moves it 
as it rushes through it, in the same direction it is moving; 
coming back again to the lungs and passing through the 
right ventricle of the heart, moves it in the same direc- 
tion it is travelling, which is the opposite direction in 
which it was moved by the positive or arterial blood. — 
The valve closing, prevents its return, after having pass- 
ed through both ventricles in opposite directions, moves 
it in opposite directions, and hence the heart beats ; the 
heart may be considered the regulator of the system* 

The theory, therefore, that the heart eierts the requi-^ 
§iie fowet demanded to circulate the )>lood| which ic 
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said to be that of a thousaad horse, is perfectly explod- 
ed, or superceded by a better. If it be answered to the 
question, *'what moves the heart ?" supposing it to be a 
missel of sufficient power to circulate' the blood, that the 
Creator moves it, He must do it in one of two ways : he 
mubt come in direct contact with the heart and move it, 
which would be impossible, he could not move the hearts 
of all men and animals' in this manner ; or it must be 
moved indirectly, and in accordance with the laws of 
the animal economy, which is the principle here contend- 
ed for, and the agent or law capable of producing this 
effect introduced^ 
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NINTH LECTURE. 



ON THE CAUSE OF DISEASE. 

1. All diseases produced by one direct cause. 2. De- 
rangement of the magnetic forces of the human 
system^ that cause, 3. That the nerves contain dec- 
tricity. 4. Three kinds ofnervesmerves ofscnsation, 
of voluntary ^and of involuntary motion, 5. Intellec- 
tual organs of the brain the source of the voluntary 
nerves. 6. The cerdndlum, the source of the invol- 
untary nerves. 7. Eachclassoffierves contain an 
yual amount of the electricity of the system. 8. 
The qualities of a medicine possessing curative 
power described. 9. Partial organic destructimi 
curdMe. 10. But one direct cure for all diseases. 
11. Experiments noticed^ demonstrating the power 
of mind to produce disease and death, 12. Cures 
effected by mental impression. 

All the variety of diseases that efflict the human 
family in all their hideous forms and degrees, are pro- 
duced by one common cause ; this science shows that 
cause to be, a derangement of the electricity of the hu- 
man system. It is necessary, while we consider this 
subject, to keep in mind that the blood is circulated by, 
and hence follows, the electricity of the system ; the de- 
rangement of the blood then is but secondary, and must 
be attributed to the derangement of the electrical forces 
of the body. The nerves are vessels containing mag« 
netism, which is but another disposition of electricity; 
and therefore, the terms are used synonymous. In proof 
of this, insert a needle in the inside of a nerve, and it 
immediately becomes magnetic, and will attract small 
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portions of iron; and as electricity is the only substance 
possessing the power of attraction, it is therefore the 

substance contained in the nerves. 

• 

The brain is the source of all the nerves. There are 
three kinds of nerves:— nerves of sensation — nerves of 
voluntary — and nerves of involuntary motion. The 
nerves of sensation are not used by the brain to perform 
any of the functions of life, but simply convey the im* 
prelssion to the brain, when any of the organs of the 
system become diseased, or to convey to it the sense of 
feeling, when any object touches the surface of the body. 
The source of the voluntary nerves are what is called 
the intellectual organs, located in the frontal region of 
the head. The involuntary nerves have their source in 
the cerebellum. iSuppose there is a hundred per cent, 
of electricity in these two kinds of nerves; each kind 
contains one half, or fifty per cent, of thie whole amount. 
As the voluntary nerves, therefore, contain half of the 
, whole electricity, and as disease is produced by its de- 
rangement; and as the intellectual organs of the volun- 
tary nerves contain fifty per cent, of this fiuid, and as 
they can derange what they control, it follows that the 
tnind is capable of producing disease. 

To illustrate the principle upon which the mind acts 
in producing organic diseases, we will suppose an indi- 
vidual in good circumstances ; being absent from home, 
unexpectedly he is informed by a confidential friend of 
the sudden death of some beloved member of his family 
or of the loss of his property. The sad intelligence pro- 
duces great mental excitement ; the intellectual organs, 
by their excessive action, calls the electricity contain- 
ed in the voluntary nerves, violently to rush to its source, 



the brain^ which is thus deranged ; and, as the blood fol- 
lows it, it is also necessarily deranged, and this results in 
fever. When the electricity is thus thrown out of bal- 
ance, on its way to the brain it passe:* all the vital or- 
gans ; in doing so, it locates upon the weakest of them. 
Suppose in this case the lungs be the weakest ; then a 
superabundance of this fluid fastens upon then), and 
drawing the blood along with it, it is also held there; the 
result is inflammation of the lungs produced by the mind ; 
the direct causfj of the disease being the derangement 
of the vital force, or electricity — the indirect cause being 
the death of the man's friend, or the loss of his property. 
If the cause producing this excitement had been so great 
that the whole of the fifty per cent, of the vital force 
containea in the nerves was called to the brain, the con- 
sequence would have been Apoplexy, and the unhappy 
man would have dropped a lifeless corpse ; that is, sup^ 
posing his brain to have been his weakest organ, for all 
men have their weaker organs. 

If the stomach also had been weak, as well as the 
brain, the electricity would have been divided, and the 
resuU would have been but partial derangement ; tbs 
stomach receiving part of the electricity thus deranged, 
and attracting the blood, which would also locate upon 
that organ, would have resulted in dyspepsia. But why 
would it have located upon the weakest organ? because* 
being weak, it would not possess the necessary power to 
repel the fluid thus thrown upon it. If the liver be the 
weakest organ, it will locate there, and as it attracts the 
blood, it also locates there, and the result is liver com- 
plaint ; that organ not being competent, being weak, to 
make the resistance demanded in order to repel the ene- 
my, the man falls a victim to thla disease. 
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And so it is (vith all others. I have only introduced 
these particular diseases in order to illustrate the posi^ 
tion here assumed, that a derangement of electricity is 
the direct cause of all disease ; the indirect may be 
any thing calculated to produce menial exciteability, — 
hence, we conclude that the. vital force which gives and 
prolongs human existence when equalized, is the princi- 
ple that produces disease and death when deranged. 
This is also in accordance with the principle of nature, 
that like cures like; if the feet be frozen, put them in 
cold water, and even apply snow and ice, which will 
draw out the frost, and the feet are preserved, — if you 
put them first into hot water you will inevitably loose 
them. If a potato be frozen, put it first into cold water, 
wl^ich will draw out the frost ; then boil it, and it is pas- 
sable good : but if you put it first into hot water, it will 
immediately begin to rot, or decompose. 

The fact is, the vital principle is in the man, and not 
in the medicine ; and that medicine which does not pos- 
sess the chemical properties adapted according to the 
laws of affinity, to disperse the accumulated electricity, 
which is in a deranged state and located upon any vital 
organ, contains no curative qualities whatever. And if 
it does possess these peculiar qualities, it only cures by 
impression, because no medicine can go directly to a 
disease in its compound state. It must pass through the 
operation of digestion, and must, at least a great portion 
of it, be circulated through the arteries and veins, and it 
is from arterial blood that the electrical agent selects 
those peculiar properties bearing an affinity for electric- 
ity, and also for the organ diseased, conveying them to 
it, which animates and invigorates U, until it becomes 
strong enough to disperse the deiaxk^^^ ^^^uVavi x^- 
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tnaining upon it, and being thus dispersed, it attracts the 
blood with it, and the disease is cured. 

How extremely difficult is it then, to procure a medi- 
cine that really possesses a curative power; whereas, if 
the diseased person be in the Psychological state, as 
operator having the entire control of the Electricity of 
his system, can disperse it from any organ in a very short 
time ; and if the organ is not destroyed, can produce a 
permanent cure in a few hours at most. And in fact, if 
the organ is partially destroyed, he can immediately 
arrest the disease by stopping the consuming process, 
and by a few operations keep it in this condition, and 
nature itself will restore the organ to perfect health. 
All this is done without administering the least partfcle 
of medicine whatever. There is but one direct cure for 
ail diseases, and that is a dispersion of the electricity 
which is deranged ; equalize this, and the result is health. 

The idea that the mind produces disease and even 
death itself, is universally admitted. Numerous are the 
experiments which have been tried, and facts that have 
transpired, that puts this beyond a doubt ; a few of which 
I shall introduce. One striking instance of this was 
that of an individual who was condemned to be executed. 
He had the privilege granted him; either of being exe^ 
cuted publicly, or given to the physicians, who were to 
bleed him to death. In this extremity, he chose the 
latter. He was taken into a dissecting room, and laid 
upon a table in such a position that it would be impossi- 
ble for him to discover the operation of bleeding. A 
vessel containing water was placed near by, being so 
constructed that a small stream could be made to run 
from it, in imitation of the running of blood. This was 
commenced at the same time tliat the arm was pierced 
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by an iastrument, which the culprit supposed opened 
» a vein. He heard the water running and believed it to 
be his own blood. The consequence was, that he failed 
as rapidly, and died as soon, as though it had been ; 
when in fact, no vein was opened and not one drop of 
blood had do wed from his arm. 

Here then, is death produced by pure nieotal impres- 
sion. But how the mind is capable of producing such 
an effect, is a question hitherto involved in profound 
mystery. This science, however, shows that the mind 
controls an agent capable of producing such an effect. 
It throws no light on this subject, by saying that it was 
imagination that produced his death. Imagination is no 
substance, and therefore is perfectly incapable of pro- 
ducing the least effect upon the material substances com* 
posing the organized body; nothing, cannot be used as 
an agent to produce something. Imagination is simply 
an indefinite idea of anything, which is but a result of 
mind. 



88 

being immensely large, in comparison with all other 
substances in its vicinity, destroys the eflect of this 
attraction between smaller bodies, by bringing them 
all to itself. 

This system, at first sight, looks very plausible ; 
but it is not a very difScult matter to show it to be 
defective, and that too in regard to a principle upon 
which the whole theory is based. We do not mean 
to deny that there is attraction between these bodies; 
but that it is all attraction, is absurd. This will ap- 
pear from a single glance at the principle proposed ; 
that is, that the larger body of matter attracts the 
smaller body. Now, admitting this principle to be a 
correct one, it follows that all the planets, first and 
secondary, comprising the solar system, including also 
the sun, must each contain precisely the same amount 
of matter. If they did not, then the one containing 
the greatest quantity would draw the one containing 
the least quantity, and by being thus consolidated, 
• would render the common mass as much more power- 
fully attractive as its bulk was increased by the addi- 
tional planet ; and hence, this work of consolidation 
would increase in a fearful ratio, until every planet in 
the system, and the sun itself, would be thrown into 
one commingled mass of luins. Let the man who 
adopts this system take either horn of the dilemma, 
and he finds himself involved in equal difficulties. ' 
The fact is, this great discovery of Newton was 
nothing more than the results of a law or principle 
which was undiscovered. To say that because an 
apple falls to the ground when loosed from the tree, 
that it does so from attractioOi throws no great light 
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on (he subject, and the fact that the apple falls to the 
e^-rth, leaves it involved in as much mystery as before, 
and must remain so, unless the principle of this uni- 
versal attraction be discovered. The old assertion 
that the earth is kept in its orbit by the centripetal 
and centrifugal forces, without telling what these 
forces are, is no more of a discovery, than to discover 
the fact, that any two persons are capable of preserv- 
ing a certain distance from each other, which no one 
would admit to be very marvelous. But we would 
have let these theories pass unquestioned if we had 
not discovered a better, which we shall introduce. 

We understand that the earth and all the planetg 
composing the solar system, are magnets, each of 
them being charged from the sun with the negative 
and positive forces of electricity. One half of the 
surface of the earth continually facing the sun, is ren- 
dered positive, being heated by the operation of reflec- 
tion and refraction ; the opposite half of it is dark and 
cold, and therefore negative. To prove that cold 
attracts and heat repels, try the same experiment 
already mentioned, by suspending the cork balls upon 
the elecUical machine, and when they are charged, 
move a lighted candle towards them, they are repel- 
led and will move as far from the light as the thread 
by which they are suspended will admit of. Take 
any other substance, even your finger, and they are 
immediately attracted by and will move towards it. 
Here then, is suspension, attraction and repulsion, all 
produced by electricity. 

The one half of the earth always facing the sun, is 
positive^ and the sun being positive^ and as t.v«^ ^^v- 

nS 
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who died with convulsions. A number of persons in 
the room were immediately attacked with fits. An 
individual being present supposing the cause of the 
fits to be mental impression, tried the following 
strange expedient to cure them. He provided him- 
self with a piece of red hot iron, and declared that he 
would burn the first one who should have another fit; 
and the consequence was, they had no more. Ano- 
ther circumstance he related of this character, was 
this : The scurvy broke out among a garrison of sol- 
diets in the English army. The Prince of Orange 
hearing of it, sent in medicine, declaring it to be a 
sure remedy for this disease, and one that had never 
failed to produce an immediate cure. They were re- 
joiced at the intelligence, and more especially coming 
from such high authority; they gladly took the medi- 
cine, and it produced the designed efiect ; they all re- 
covered from the malady, when in fact the medicine 
by which they were cured, was nothing but a sham 
one. 

In fact, almost every one is conversant with such 
facts as these, and which are only mysterious, like 
every thing else, until they are understood. But now, 
the principle being discoveied upon which the mind 
acts in producing these efiects, the strangeness and 
mystery at once vanishes, and mankind are put upon 
their guard — understanding the danger in supposing 
disease to be contagious, and of yielding to the im- 
pression that there is some local disease settling upon 
some one or the other of their vital organs, this being 
the very cause which will produce it. This aUo sug- 
gests the importance of every ones understanding this 
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Bcience ; if he does so properly, it almost renders him 
invulnerable to diseases of every description. 

Before 1 leave ibis part of the subject, I shall notice 
another instance of this character, which took place 
among tliree brothers. One of them received an im- 
presj«ion that he was to die on a cerlain day ; his 
friends tried every way in their power to persuade him 
out of the idea, but without effect. He continued to 
fail gradually, until the day arrived on which he was 
to die, and he expired at the time set in the impres- 
sion. Soon after this, another one of them received 
the same impression ; the day and hour fixed, which 
was to terminate his existence. All the arguments 
and entreaties were used by his friends, hut to do 
purpose ; the hour arrived which was fixed in this 
fancied notification, and the man died. A short time 
afterwards, the other brother was impressed in a 
similar manner. This much alarmed his fiiends and 
relatives ; recourse was again had to similar means, 
but all proved abortive. At ihis time an elderly phy- 
sician, hearing of this strange occurrence, sent word 
to the family that he would call, and see if he could 
not prevent the death of the man. Accordingly he 
came on the morning of the day he was to die; he 
commenced conversation with the sick man in regard 
to his peculiar state, but instead of opposing anything 
he said, sympathized with him, and told him that he 
had known a great many cases where persons had 
received such impressions or premonitions, from a 
source that might be relied upon ; that his was of 
such ar nature ; and that he had no doubt but that 
he would die at the very hour appointed. The \»a.^ 
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replied, that he was the first man who understood hk 
•case. The physician then recommended that he 
should take somelhing which would make his death 
more easy. The man readily complied, when a very 
large portion of opium was administered, which in a 
few moments th rowed him into a profound sleep, from 
which he did not awake until the next morning — the 
fatal hour passed. Whenever they discovered any 
signs of wakefulness, they would pour laudanum 
down him. In the morning they let him awake, 
when he gazed round the room, supposing he was in 
the other world, and inquired of the doctor how he 
came there; who immediately informed him that he 
had not died, according to his impression, and that it 
must have been a false one. The consequence was 
his life wa3 saved. How many thousands have died 
premature deaths, by similar impressions ; supposing, 
when they are taken sick, that it is their last sick* 
ness, and with this notion firmly fixed in their minds, 
they will inevitably die. The electricity which the 
mind controls is deranged, and it proves their death; 
they absolutely kill themselves, in the manner already 
described. 

This shows how necessary it is to keep up the hopes 
of the patient ; when he is discouraged he sinks, and 
no medicine under heaven can save him. Let the 
physician tell the patient that he can be cured, and 
that he can give him a medicine which will certainly 
help him ; tell him the first, and every time it is ad- 
ministered, the effect it is designed to produce ; get 
his confidence ; and by that means you inspire him 
with hope, throwing his mind into such a conditioHi 
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climb (he heavens from this point toward the sun (o 
such a height that death would ensue from excessive 
cold. Here we hnve a point fixed whore the rays of 
the sun are received in direct lines, and this is the 
result. 

This most perfectly destroys the idea that cold is 
produced by the oblique rays of the sun, and also 
establishes the fact that the sun is cold, and con- 
sequently the nearer it is to us, the more intense will 
be the cold. 

Why is it that the needle of the compass always 
points to the north? The following facts fully estab- 
lishes the cause of this phenomenon. The one is that 
there is more water at the south than the north pole. 
The other is, that water absorbs a greater amount of 
electricity than the more solid earth, from the fact of its 
being a more subtle element. The electricity coming 
upon the whole surface of the earth equally, pen- 
etrates deeper into the water than it can do into the 
more solid earth ; and as there is more land at the 
north pole than there is at the south, there must ne- 
cessarily be a greater quantity of electricity upon the 
surface at the north, than there is at the south pole, 
and therefore the magnetic needle unceasingly points 
to the north. 

Earthquakes are, caused by the solid substances 
in the heart of the earth being decomposed, and 
expanded into the various gasses of which they 
are composed, by the intensity of- the heat occa- 
sioned by the operation of the internal fires. Tra- 
velling as they sometimes do, in theii subterra- 
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ELEVENTH LECTURE. 



SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

!• Disease produced by exposure to cold, or olherwise 
through the involuntary verves. 2. These but the 
indirect cause. 3. A universal remedy offered to 
the human family, 4. This remedial agent the 
same as that by which Jesus healed the sick wk€» 
on earth, 5. Illustrated by certain cures effected by 
him. 6. Comparative powers possessed by differ- 
ent individuals. 

But it is also true, that all tlicse diseases can be 
brought on by exposure to cold, sleeping in a damp 
place, over csertion, and by various other causes, in 
which the mind has nothing to do. The mind.it will 
be remembered, controls only one half of the- electric- 
ity of the system ; the other half is contained in the 
involuntary nerves, and its derangement is produced 
by the causes above suggested. These are, however, 
but the indirect cause; the direct being a derange- 
ment of the electricity of the involuntary nerves, whicb 
when thrown out of balance, is innnediately called to 
the brain, its source. In passing the vital organs, it 
locates upon the weakest, as before, and for the same 
reason ; on whatever organ it fastens, there is disease. 
There is then, but one direct cause for all the variety 
of diseases with which the human family are, or can 
be afflicted ; and hence there is hut one direct remedy 
for all. This is, to disperse the accumulated electric- 
ity from any part diseased, the blood following, and 
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this effects the cure. If there be a general derange^' 
tnent of it, not settled upon any particular organ, ihen 
a general equalization of the electricity is required ; 
and any person understanding how to take the Psych- 
ological communication, and who is acquainted with 
the manner of equalizing the vital force, is jcapableof 
effecting a cure upon any person whom he can con- 
trol, unless the disease has been of so long standing as 
to have produced organic destruction ; and as all can 
be brought into this controllable state, so all can be 
4hus cured. 

Here then is a universal remedy offered to a sicklj; 
and suffering world ; it is just such a i^medy as the 
children of men might have reasonably expected their 
bountiful Creator and governor in mercy to have pro* 
vided for the human race. Is it not strange, that they 
should have been left to groan under the multifarious 
diseases which, in this age especially, are preying up- 
on mankind, without one certain remedy applicable 
to eveiy case. The best medicines known, even in 
(he hands of the most skillful practitioner, fails to pro. 
duce a cure in every case, even of the same disease. 
The fact is, the world has become deeply impressed 
M^ith the idea that there must exist in some of the de- 
partments of Nature's works, a curative principle 
which comes within the reach of all, and is adapted 
to every possible dise.ise. Though this field of inves- 
tigation is a generous and philanthropic enterprizai 
yet the boon so desirable, has not hitherto been discoVf* 
«red. It is claimed by one class, that the juoM.iM 
cient remedy, and one that is adapted to Abe fHA 
number and kinds of disease, is contained in tbflJ 



oral substances of the earth ; by another, that this 
universal specific exists in tlie vegetable productions 
of Nature ; another class combines the TTiost powerful 
properties contained in each of the other systems, and 
then dividing them into inconceivably small particles, 
the smaller the betler, and that this is the consum- 
mation so much desired. Another class hold that 
cold watet contains, or that it is the curative prin- 
ciple provided for the human family, — this specific 
contains at least one of ihecharacteristics of a univer- 
sal remedy, and that is, that it is within the reach of 
almost every one. 

But admitting that these various departments of 
nature do contain the curative principle, adapted to all 
diseases; I have only to say, they have most sadly 
failed, as yet, to discover it. Under the administra- 
tion of all these medical practitioners, applying the 
besl remedies their science afford?, the sad and incon- 
troveriible fact is, diseases are multiplying in the world, 
and according: to the most authentic statistics of all 
nations, the period of human lite is on the decrease. 
There is^ notw ihslanding, such a principle in nature, 
and one loo, which la pcifectly adapted to the cure of 
all kinds of diseases. 

To prove this : the Saviour, when on earth, never 
failed to prpdui-e a cure upon the multitudes which 
thronged him to be healed. There must have been 
something which passed from him to the persons 
whom he restored. On one occasion a woman came 
running through the crowd and touched him ; he, 
perceiving that virtue had gone out of him, asked 
who touched him. It was not moral virtue ; thk 
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6ouIcl not have left him ; but it was the same as wi 
mean, when we say (hat a medicine po.ssesses great 
virtue. This substance was of such a power ihat it 
healed the woman instantly. I say that it was sub- 
stance ; if it was not, then it was notiiing, for this is 
the opposite of substance ; and Jesus could not have 
said that nothing posessed virtue, and tliat nothing 
went out of him. 

Take a case of Palsy, to illustrate, for he cured a 
great many of this disease- We know that this dis- 
ease is produced by a spasm of (he brain. If the left 
lobe is in a spaum, then the right side of (he person 
will be paralyzed ; because the electricity which the 
mind uses as its agent to rai^e the arm, is shut off, 
by the nerves being held in a spasmodic collapse^ so 
that he may will and will forever, and the limb will 
not obey. Not/ the only possible way that this dis- 
ease can be cured, is by another person thiowing a 
portion of his own electricity into the nerves of the 
man sick. This throws iho nervous force of his sys- 
tem off of balance, and by doing this ho can then 
force it to any part he pleases, and can consequently 
take the nerves of the brain out of tlie spasm ; then 
the man wills, and the once withered limb obeys. — 
There is only one way by which the brain could be 
taken out of this spasm, no matter whether it was 
done by God or man; and this i8,to force ihe electricity 
through its natural channels, the nerves of the brain. 

It is, therefore by electricity that even the Saviour 
himself cured diseases. The substance also by which 
he cured, was of such a nature that it could come in 
direct contact with bis mind, and could be moved ^^ 
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the power of his will. He said to the man who had 
the leprosy, *•! will, be ihoii dean," and immediately 

.his leprosy was cleansed. He willed, and the dead 
was restored to life. He speaks to the stormy winds, 
and they obey ; his will, fastened upon the electricity 
of the heavens, equalized that element, the derange- 
ment of which produced ihe storm, and immediately 
there was a great calm. That same dread voice shall 
one day speak with, an energy that the dead in their 
graves 8h.all hear, and awake from their dreamless 
sleep, turning their eyes from the dark and dreary 
lomb to scenes of immortality. 

Every being possesses power in proportion to tlic 
greatness of his mind, from Man up to Angels and 
Archangels, Cherubim and Seraphim, and even tolh« 
great God himself ; each can produce results equiva- 
lent to their powers, but all by the one universal agent' 
The Apostles cured diseases without the use of medi- 
cine ; they laid their hands on the sick and they re- 
covered ; no matter what the nature of the disease 
was, they scarcely ever failed to pioduce a cure ; and 
hence they must have applied a universal remedy to 
4he sick. 

But, says the objector, the power to heal the sick 
by this means, was confined to the Apostolic age. 
There is not ime scrap of evidence to be found in the 
whole new te^ament which goes to prove that the 
power to heal the «ickby thismeann, was ever to cease 
while the generations of men endured. This power 
was left in the church in the laiH commission giTen 
to the Apostles, and it has never been counteracted 

since. The idea that it was confined to that age, ha» 
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not the least parlicle of truth for its foundation. It 
is a fable inlroduced to reconcile llieir consciences with 
the omission of this duty of healing the sick. The 
Churcii was engaged, from the second lo the sixth 
century, in the all-absorbing question of who should 
be Bishop, or Pope. During liiis period, the internal 
war created hy thisficrce controversy, destroyed almost 
all feelings of even humanity, as well as chii-iianity, 
fromtlie world; in fact, they had no heart to heal the 
sick — until finally they lost sight of I he manner io 
which their ancestors had been taught to heal. 
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TWELFTH LECTURE. 



S4ME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

1. The gift nfheuUng not zovfined to any particular 
cm^e. 2. T/ie power to heal the sick not confined to 
believers, or christians. 3. Dnty of preachers of 
the jcrospd now to heal the sick. 4. Anticipate 
triumph of this science. 

Thai this gift of heahng was confined lo the church 
exclusively, is easier said than proved. Peter and 
John liad this same idea at one time, but it did not 
meet the approbation of Jesus. Said they to him, 
"Master, wo saw one casting out deviU. In thy 
name we forbid him, because he followeth not us." 
In those day?, all that believed left every thing, not 
spiritually but literally, and followed Jesus. But says 
he, in answer to them; "Forbid thera not, he that is 
not agaiii^it us is for us;*' if he casts out devils, that 
18 enough ; no matter whether he follows us or not 
Casting out devils often means nothing more than 
curing diseases. The woman, Jesus cured of a certain 
disease with which she had been afflicted twelve yeare; 
he said that it was Satan that had bound her, calling 
(he disease Satan. Another instar.ce of this, was a 
boy whom he cured of fits -he called the disease a 
dumb devil; and various other instances of a similar 
import might be produced, to prove this; but it is 
almost su|)erfluous, no one will question this position. 

Healing the sick was not at all confined to the 
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church or to believers. It was only made their duty 
to do it. Jesus would gladly have all men, and even 
devils themselves, engaged in this work of mercy and 
benevolence, as he himself did even upon the most 
wicked and abandoned wretches he came in contact 
with. He taught believers especially to follow his ex- 
ample, in doing good ; and all who had a disposition 
to engage in elevating the sufrering condition of the 
human family, always met his approbation, and the 
greater amount of gootl they accomplished, pleased 
him the more. 

Chistianity in those days consisted in good works ; 
and even in the Apostolic age, it was not changed. 
Says James, *'pure and undefiled religion before God, 
and the Father, is this : to visit the fatherless and the 
widow in their affliction ;'* he also reccommendedthe 
sick to send for the elders, who should lay their hands 
upon them, and they should recover ; and there is no 
excuse for ministers in these days, in this matter. — 
They can leain to heal the sick in the very way it 
was done by the Apostles, and by the same agent. If 
they cannot at first produce all the glorious results 
done by the Apostolic power, let them commence and 
persevere, and their power will increase, and by un- 
derstanding this Science, there is no malady or disease 
which can withstand its power. It will almost take 
men out of their graves, if they can be controlled. 

Here then, is a field in which every man should 
engage, who can sympathize with human woe. He 
should first qualify himself by investigating the prin- 
ciples of this Science, and immediately begin to heal 
the sick. Physicians also are the first class of men 



who should interest ihewselves with this principle.— 
It can do them no possible harm to understand how 
to apply this remedy in addition to their common 
practice ; if ihoy will not, others wlio arc not profes- 
sional men will invcitigatc its principles, and thus 
prepare themselves to apply it to the cure of the dis- 
eased, and the time cannot be far distanl, when this 
system of practice will supercede every other. The 
cures already effected by it, claims for it, the most 
serious consideration, and higliest respect, from all 
classes of men. 

Th ere is improvement yet to be made, even in the 
practical parts of this Science. There can be no 
doubt but that there will be discovered a method by 
which all persons can immediately be brought into a 
state where they can be controlled, and hence cured. 
It is therefore important that professional men should 
engage in this field of investigation ; there is room 
here for all the lovers of humanity to gratify theif 
most capacious moral, as well as intellectual powers. 
There never was a science yet discovered, thai obtain- 
ed such a vast popularity in so short a time as this 
has done. We find men of mind and talent, every 
where ready to receive it on its firot presentation, and 
commence defending it with a fervency and indepen- 
dant determination, which has never characterized 
the introductii)n of any other science. 

It seems as though the world was waiting in a kind 
of suspense for its discovery. Unparalleled success 
attends its course. Every one should understand its 
secrets and be able to apply it to their families or 
neighbors. When this is the case, then farewell to 
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medicine; each man can cure his feUow; no more 
premature deaths, except by some casualty or acci- 
dent; childien also will not be cursed with hereditary 
diseases ; and another important feature is that those 
who understand its secrets will be proof against natu- 
ral deformities^ 



n 



THIRTEENTH LECTURE. 



ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF SLEEP. 

1. T%oo hinds of sleep — voluntary and involuntary* 
2. Cause of voluntary sleep explain^, 3. Trie 
operation of dreaming elucidated. 4. Reason why 
they should not be trusted. 6. Sympathetic rela- 
tion between the voluntary and involuntary nerves, 
6. The brain a galvanic battery, 7. Death invol- 
untary sleep, 8. The theological view of deaths tit 
harmony with this science. 

There is something about the phenomenon of sleep, 
that is strikingly strange and sublime. To gaze upon 
the features of the living sleeper, we cannot avoid feel- 
ing a kind of btrange and almost indescribable sensation, 
somed'hat resembling that experienced while beholding 
the pale face of the dead ; in fact, sleep is a simile of 
death. But there is as much mystery and unaccount- 
ability about the one, as there is of the other. Notwith- 
standing the various theories and views which have been 
advanced from time immemorial in regard to both, wh 
shall endeavor to give a philosophical exposition of 
fleep. 

There are two kinds of sleep — wa denominate them 
voluntary and involuntary sleep, or what is called natu- 
ral, and un.iatural sleep. The reason why we do not 
use the words natural and unn(itural,as qualifying terms, 
descriptive of sleep is, because death is as natural as 
oirdintry sleep, and it takes place in accordance with the 
' Ottlure. It will be remembered that the nervet 
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of motion are divided into two classes, voluntary and in* 
voluntary, and that they contain electricity, all having 
their source in the brain ; excitement calling the elec^ 
tricity to the brain, expands the nerves; the blood also, 
being unduly attracted there, creates heat. These two 
classes of nerves so strongly sympathize with and effect 
each other, meeting in the medulla oblongata, that if the 
voluntary nerves have their necessary rest, the involun- 
tary nerves by which the functions of life are performed 
never cease their action. Voluntary sleep is then, the 
cessation or inaction of all those functions of the animal 
bystem capable of being moved by the mind, including 
also the organs of the brain constituting the intellect. 
This state is produced by the nerves shrinking to such 
an exteat that they press upon the electricity which they 
contain aud by which these organs are animated, until it 
18 held motionless — this is sleep. According to this prin- 
ciple, those organs which have been most exercised dur- 
ing the day, will be the last which will sleep at night, 
because the most expanded, and requiring therefore, a 
longer time to shrink them. 

To illustrate : take a man who has been, during tbe 
day, engaged in collecting money; suppose he has been 
rather unsuccessful, and at the same time serious con- 
sequences were depending upon his success. The or- ' 
gans of acquisitiveness and of secretiveness have been 
the most excited ; he lays down upon his bed at night, 
and is restless ; he makes one effort after another to 
sleep, and as often fails ; the subtle fluid in the expand- 
ed nerves has full play. The consequence is, one 
thought after another rushes into his mind ; one chain 
of mental impressions after another, is waked up, un« 
called for, and unwelcome ; but at length, by makinf 
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desperate efforts, and by laying perfectly still, in this 
absence of action,, a coolness is produced, which steals 
over the nerves, and shrinks them by imperceptible de- 
grees, which presses upon the electricity they contain, 
and holds it still, and the man sleeps to a degree in 
which he looses his rationality, but is not perfectly 
•asleep. The organs which we have mentioned, being 
the most excited, are still in a wakeful state ; and hence 
he dreams about money ; he fancies himself, either 
abounding in wealth, with every thing heart can wish 
in his possession, or perhaps he finds himself ruminating 
in the circles of poverty. 

These are extravagant conclusions, and the reason of 
it is, thai as it requires the full operation of all the fac- 
ulties of the brain in order to produce rational thought ; 
and some of them being asleep, the other organs are in- 
capable of coming to proper conclusions. Dreams, there- 
fore, should not be depended upon. Finally the nerves 
of the wakeful organs shrink sufficiently to hold the vital 
principle firm and motionless ; that moment all thought 
ceases, and even dreams are then impossible. 

It is said by Mental Philosophers, that thought, reason 
and understanding, are Mind. This cannot be true ; if 
it were, then Mind is annihilated in sound sleep, for in 
that state there is not a thought stirring through the 
whole intellectual realm ; tbese are but the results of 
mind in motion, as 1 showed in the lectures upon.Mind. 
It will be seen that there is a striking svmpathetic re- 
lation existing between these two classes of nerves, from 
the following circumstance : to the lungs go both the 
voluntary and the involuntary nerves, so that a man may 
hold them in a state of inactivity until he fainto ; this is 
done by the will, and of course by the voluntary nerves. 
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But when this takes place, anfd the man looses bis con^ 
sciousness, these nerves immtjdiately relax, anl are 
powerless ; when the involuntary nerves restores. him. 

Now, if the voluntary nerves have their proper rest, 
«3 I have already remarked, the involuntary powers nev- 
■er require any more rest than they receive while the vol- 
untary nerves are at rest; if this is regulur, then they 
<iiever cease their action. Tb«»y commence when we 
^egin to live, and continue to carry on the functions of 
life, as long as the animal machine is in a condition 1o 
demand «nd obtain from atmospheric air and the sur- 
•rounding elements the animating principle, and never 
become exhausted by this natural action. So that the 
heartbeats, the stomach digests its food, the liver secretes 
Its gall, whether we will or not. This action is perform* 
ed by involuntary electricity* 

To prove this, take a rabbit, tie off the involuntary 
iierves leading to the stomaeh, and digestion will imme* 
•d lately cease. Then take the negative and po»tive 
wires of a galvanic battery, attach thera to the digesting 
organs, and their operation immediately commences 
'again ; hence it is galvanism or magnetism, which are 
%ut different dispositions of the same common fluid, by 
^hich digestion lis produced. This proves another fact, 
that is, that the involuntary nerves contain the two kinds 
of electricity, the brain answering to the galvanic bat- 
tery, the right and left lobes of it being the source of the 
involuntary nerves ; these being tiie eonductors of the 
two forces leading to the vital organs, apd answering to 
the wires of the artificial galvanic battery, the brain 
being the natural batftery. In the morning when rest ia 
complete, other things being equal, the pul&e beat:* with 

4he least rapiditv, which increases until sleep.js agfua 

o7 ^ 
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necessary ; if he is deprived of the night's rest by any 
circumstances whatever, the circulation of the blood stili 
increasing its motion, u feverish heat is produced in the 
system. 

Persons have been known to have been kept awake 
nine nights in succession, when the circulation of the 
blood became a perfect flutter, produced by the exhaus- 
tion of the involuntarv nerves. When this is the case, 
these nerves go to sleep, and this sleep is death ; death, 
therefore, is no mystery^ and is in perfect accordance 
with nature's laws. The lime required in lireing the in- 
voluntary nerves, being longer than that of the voluntary, 
their rest also requires a longer space of time in propor- 
tion. If such a person dying of nervous exhaustion, 
could be kept from the action of the laws of nature car- 
rying on their work of decomposition, until the involun- 
tary nerves obtained their proper repose, they would im- 
mediately restore the man to life again, which would be 
no more unnatural than it wouM be to awake in the 
morning after a refreshing sleep. 

It is estimated that there are about one person among 
three millions on an average who would come to life a- 
gain in this manner, if they had died through mental 
impression, or nervous exhaustion ; provided they were 
not buried, and thus deprived of access to atmospheric 
air. The reason of this is said to be the fact, that there 
are about so many persons whose heart case never fully 
closes. Though there is no life in those persons, because 
there is no motion, yet they contain a degree of animal 
heat, sufficient to render them positive to surrounding na*» 
ture, 80 that the work of decomposition is restrained:-— 
These are the persons who fall into trances, and veho 
come to life again after a number of days, if not ba* 



79 

ried in this state, which no doubt has been ofien done.— •- 
These are also the persons who die of fear, or mental 
impreasion, when contagious diseases are carrying off 
their victims, and who come to life while preparationi 
are makiniT to inter them. A number of cases of this 
kind occured during the past cholera season in this coun- 
trv. One of them rose out of his coffin after the funeral 
services were over, perfectly well. No person should be 
buried until decomposition commences its work of de- 
struction. The physical organization of these persons 
somewhat resembles those animals that go into torpidity; 
such as the hedge hog, in which state all motion, and of 
course life, is gone; but they possess a temperature high- 
er than the surrounding elements, which renders them 
proof against the chemical laws of nature. 

Death is therefore nothing more than the sleep of the 
involuntary nerves. It was denominated sleep by the 
great Teacher, while on earth- The only two persons 
he raised from the dead, recorded in sacred history, 
were declared by him to have been asleep. One of them 
IS the case of Lazarus, who had been dead four days. 
When- Jesus told h to the disciples, he said that he was 
asleep, but they did not understand what he meant by 
saying that he was going to Bethany to wake him out of 
sleep. They thought it was ordinary sleep ; and if he 
sleep he shall do well, said thoy. This shows that they 
had the same views of death which are entertained now^ 
even among christians. But to correct this opinion he 
told them plainly that he was dead, that is, he was in 
the same state they call death; but at the same time this 
death he declared to be sleep, specific illy Lpeaking. 
The other instance was that of a little maid whom he 
wfts called to see. He found her friends all niourniog 
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